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To  His  Worship  the  Mayor y Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
Borough  of  Dunstable. 

Mrs.  Pargeter  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1946. 

The  statistics  and  Report  call  for  no  particular  comment  j the 
general  standard  of  health  in  the  Borough  remains  good  and  there 
were  no  serious  epidemics  of  infectious  or  other  diseases  during 
the  year. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Town  Clerk 
and  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  their  valuable  co-operation  and  to 
acknowledge  the  kindnesses  that  have  always  been  shown  by  the 
Public  Health  Committee  to  the  Health  Department  of  the  Borough. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  A.  A.  PARGETER, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

(a)  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time). 

H.  A.  A.  Pargeter,  M.A.,  M.B.,  D.P.H. 

{h)  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 

A.  Bishop.  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as 
Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

(c)  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  ; 

H.  Stew.  Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

Certificate  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Inspector 
of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

{d)  Chief  Clerkf  Shorthand  Typist. 

Mrs.  D.  F.  Wordsworth.  11th  March,  1946. 

{e)  Pupil  Clerk. 

D.  H.  Laing.  Left  the  Service  on  November  30th,  1946, 

on  demobihsation. 

SECTION  A— 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

1.  Vital  Statistics. 

Area  of  Borough,  2,028  acres. 

Population  as  estimated  by  Registrar-General 
Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books 
as  at  31st  December,  1946 
Rateable  Value  as  at  31st  December,  1946 
Sum  produced  by  a penny  rate  taken  at  31st  March, 

1946 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  : 

{a)  Council : 

(1)  Prefabricated  “ Tarran  ” Bungalows  50 

(2)  Permanent  . . . , . . . . 2 

{b)  Private  enterprise  . . . . . . 45 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1946. 


16,010 

4,579 

£82,967 

£327 


The  following  table  gives  extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  of 
the  year  1946  as  furnished  by  the  Registrar-General : — 


Birth  rate  per  1,000  of 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Live  Births 

305 

148 

157"! 

Legitimate 

291 

138 

153  ) 

Illegitimate 

14 

10 

4J 

Still  Births 

8 

3 

5i 

Legitimate 

6 

3 

3 1 

Illegitimate 

2 

— 

2 J 

'•V 

Deaths 

156 

79 

77 

153 

^ [ population,  19.0. 

Rate  per  1,000  (five  and 
still)  births,  25.6. 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of 
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There  were  no  deaths  from  diseases  or  accidents  of  pregnancy 
and  childbirth. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

Total  . . 17.  Rate  per  1,000  live  births  . . 55.7 

Legitimate  17.  Rate  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  58.4 

Illegitimate  — Rate  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  . . . . . . 0 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  . . . . 0 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . 0 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  . . . . . . 33 


2.  Population. 


The  population  figures  as 

supplied  by  the  Registrar-General 

since  1933,  when  the  Borough 

was  extended  to  its  present  area. 

are  as  follows  : — 

1933  (mid-year) 

. . 10,293 

1934 

. . 10,520 

1935 

..  11,330 

1936 

12,800 

1937 

. . 13,450 

1938 

. . 13,760 

1939 

. . 14,720 

1940 

. . 15,730 

1941 

. . 18,040 

1942 

. . 17,130 

1943 

. . 16,450 

1944 

. . 16,160 

1945 

. . 15,680 

1946 

. . 16,010 

Child  Population. 

The  following  are  the  approximate  estimated  number  of  children 

in  the  Borough  at : — 

Under 

Between  5 <&’  15 

5 years. 

years. 

December,  1942  . . 

1,407 

2,600 

1943  . . 

1,331 

2,541 

„ 1944  . . 

1,242 

2,513 

„ 1945  . . 

1,290 

2,380 

„ 1946  . . 

1,585 

2,310 

The  natural  increase  in  the  population  or  difference  between 
the  birth  and  death  rates  are  as  follows 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 


7.2 
8.4 

8.2 
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Locally  estimated  population  figures  as  determined  by  the 
ration  books  issued  from  the  Food  Office  are  as  follows  : — 


October 

1939 

16,817  ration  books  were  issued. 

?) 

1940 

. . 20,131 

ration  books  were  estimated  to  be 
in  local  use. 

35 

1941 

. . 18,789 

do. 

33 

1942 

. . 17,330 

do. 

33 

1943 

. . 16,069 

do. 

33 

1944 

. . 16,349 

do. 

35 

1945 

. . 16,831 

do. 

35 

1946 

. . 16,636 

do. 

3 & 4.  Birth  and  Death  Rates. 


Year. 

Population. 

Births. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Deaths. 

Crude 

Death 

Rate. 

Death  rate 
for 

England 
and  Wales 

Reg.  Gen's 
Estimate 

Local 

Estimate 

1939 

14,720 

16,817 

231 

17 

155 

10.5 



1940 

15,730 

20,131 

244 

16 

220 

13.9 

— 

1941 

18,040 

18,789 

274 

15 

181 

10.0 

— 

1942 

17,130 

17,330 

274 

16 

169 

9.9 

11.6 

1943 

16,450 

16,069 

266 

16 

156 

9.5 

12.1 

1944 

16,160 

16,349 

320 

20 

185 

11.4 

11.6 

1945 

15,680 

16,831 

294 

19 

164 

10.5 

11.4 

1946 

16,010 

16,636 

305 

19 

156 

9.7 

11.5 

Causes  of  Death. 

The  following  table  shows  causes  of  death  as  given  in  the 
Registrar-Generafs  statistics:- 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

All  causes 

79 

77 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  . . 

— 



2. 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

■ — ■ 



3. 

Scarlet  Fever  , . 



— 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

6. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

3 

4 

7. 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis 

1 • 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases 

— 

— 

9. 

Influenza 

1 

2 

10. 

Measles 

— 

— 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

— 

— ■ 

12. 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

— 

13. 

Cancer  of  Buccal  Cavity  & Oesophagus  (M)  ; 
Uterus  (F) 

1 

1 

14. 

Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

— 

15. 

Cancer  of  Breast 



2 

16. 

Cancer  of  All  Other  Sites  . . 

12 

14 

17. 

Diabetes  

2 

18. 

Intra-cranial  Vascular  Lesions 

3 

11 

19. 

Heart  Disease 

18 

10 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

2 

— 

21. 

Bronchitis 

4 

2 

22. 

Pneumonia 

2 

2 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

2 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  . . 

2 

— 

25. 

Diarrhoea  under  2 Years 

— ■ 

— 

26. 

Appendicitis  . . 

— 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

1 

28. 

Nephritis 

— ■ 

2 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortion  Sepsis 

— - 

— 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

— ■ 

— 

31. 

Premature  Birth 

5 

2 

32. 

Congenital  Malformation,  Birth  Injuries, 
Infantile  Diseases 

5 

4 

33. 

Suicide 

2 

— 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents 

3 

2 

35. 

Other  Violent  Causes 

■ — - 

1 

36. 

All  Other  Causes 

9 

13 

6*  Infant  Mortality. 


The  following  table  shows  Infantile  Mortality  from  stated 
causes  in  weeks  and  months  under  one  year  of  age. 


Weeks. 

Total 

under 

one 

month. 

Months. 

Total 

0- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

1- 

3- 

6- 

9- 

Prematurity  & Debility 

from  Birth 

8 

— 

1 

1 

10 

10 

Congenital  Deformities  . . 

— 

• — ■ 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Birth  Injuries 

2 

2 

2 

Bronchopneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Marasmus  & Mastoiditis 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

10 

1 

1 

12 

2 

2 

1 

17 

Infant  Mortality. 


Total 

Live  Births 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate-Dunstable 

Infantile 
Mortality 
Rate-England 
and  Wales 

1936 

199 

55 

59 

1937 

219 

32 

58 

1938 

243 

46 

53 

1939 

231 

25 

50 

1940 

244 

86 

55 

1941 

274 

55 

59 

1942 

274 

55 

49 

1943 

275 

44 

49 

1944 

320 

36 

46 

1945 

294 

30 

46 

1946 

305 

56 

43 
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7.  Maternal  Mortality. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  daring  1946. 

Comparative  Statistics  for  1941 — 1946. 

Maternal  Deaths. 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

total 

births. 

i 

I 

cn 

cn 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

.-H  i r-H 

1 

i 

I 

W umber 

Other 

1 

1 

1 

r— H 

1 

1 

1 

Sepsis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Infant  Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
live 
births. 

55 

1 

55 

44 

36 

30 

56 

• 

Total. 

1 

in 

m 

r— H 

(N 

(N 

f-H 

On 

«>■ 

4 

weeks 

to 

12 

months 

VO 

in 

Under ' 

4 

weeks. 

00 

'O 

00 

00 

Deaths. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
estima- 
ted 

popula- 

tion. 

o 

o 

9.9 

9.5 

11.4 

10.5 

9.7 

\ 

No. 

r— < 

00 

f-H 

69T 

156 

m 

00 

T— H 

VO 

VO 

in 

1*^ 

Still-Births. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
total 
births. 

45.3 

35.2 

6‘OT 

24.0 

42.3 

25.6 

No. 

cn 

i-H 

o 

1 — ( 

cn 

00 

m 

00 

Live  Births. 

Rate  per 
1,000 
estima- 
ted 

popula- 

tion. 

15.2 

16.0 

i 

16.7 

00 

cf 

18.7 

19.0 

No. 

1 

274 

274 

275 

320 

294 

305 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Estima- 

ted 

Popula- 

tion. 

18,040 

17,130 

16,450 

16,160 

15,680 

16  010 

Year. 

1941 

1942 

.1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 
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SECTION  F— 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

1.  Infectious  Diseases,  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

(a)  General  Statistics*, — The  following  table  shows  the  number 
of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  1946,  together  with 
the  number  admitted  to  hospital,  and  the  deaths  from  these 
diseases  : — 


Diseases. 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Registered 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  , . 

31 

31 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— - 

— ■ 

Pneumonia 

2 

U nknown 

4 

Measles 

46 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

27 

— 

■ — ■ 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

1 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis  . . 

— 

— 

— 

Infective  Hepatitis 

2 

■ — 

— •' 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

— 

Typhoid 

— 

• — 

— 

Form  E. — Notifications  of  infectious  and  contagious  diseases 
have  been  regularly  received  from  the  Elementary  Schools,  32 
having  been  received  during  1946. 


The  following  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  more  important 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified,  according  to  age  : — 


Disease 

Under 

1 

year. 

1 

to 

3 

3 

to 

5 

5 

to 

10 

10 

to 

15 

15 

to 

25 

25 

to 

45 

45 

to 

65 

65 

and 

over. 

Total. 

Diphtheria 

— 

2 

— 

— 

2 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

5 

17 

6 

1 

1 

— 

31 

Pneumonia 

■ 

1 

1 



2 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

— 

1 



1 

Infective  Hepatitis 

1 

1 

— 

2 

(^)  No  cases  of  Smallpox  were  notified  during  the  year. 


(c)  Scarlet  Fever. 


Year. 

No.  of  Cases. 

Case-rate  per  1,000. 

Case-rate  for 
England  and  Wales. 

1946  . . 

31 

1.93 

1.38 
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The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  for  the  last  ten  years  : — 


1937 

10 

1942 

, * 

59 

1938 

32 

1943 

* * 

65 

1939 

18 

1944 

40 

1940 

15 

1945 

* , 

32 

1941 

38 

1946 

31 

{d)  Diphtheria. — The 

following 

table  shows  the 

number  of 

cases  of  Diphtheria  which  have  occurred  during  the  last  ten  years  : — 

1937 

23 

1942 

6 

1938 

8 

1943 

9 

1939 

8 

1944 

2 

1940 

9 

1945 

0 

1941 

9 

1946 

2 

There  have  been  no  deaths  from  the  disease  since  the  year  1937 . 

The  case-rate  for  1946  was  0.12  per  1,000,  the  case-rate  fo 
England  and  Wales  being  0.28. 


Diphtheria  prophylaxis. — During  1946  the  following  children 
completed  immunisation  treatment  : — 

Under  5 years.  Between  5 and  \5  years.  Total. 

218  94  312 

It  is  estimated  that  at  the  end  of  1946,  65%  of  children  under 
5 years  and  69%  of  children  between  the  ages  of  5 and  15  years 
in  the  Borough  of  Dunstable  had  been  immunised. 

Infective  Hepatitis  (Catarrhal  Jaundice). — Only  two  cases  of 
this  disease  were  notified  in  the  Borough  during  1946  and  there 
were  no  deaths. 

Pneumonia. — Two  cases  were  notified  during  1946  and  during 
the  year  four  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  this  disease. 

Measles. — There  was  a slight  epidemic  of  this  disease  during 
the  last  three  months  of  1946. 

Whooping  Cough. — A mild  epidemic  of  this  disease  occurred 
in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year. 

Injluenza. — During  the  year  1946  three  deaths  were  registered 
as  due  to  influenza. 


Other  Infectious  Diseases. — There  was  one  case  of  Cerebro- 
spinal Fever  notified  during  1946,  which  was  removed  to  hospital 
and  one  case  notified  of  Dysentery. 
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2.  Cancer. 

The  following  table  shows  the  prevalence  of  Cancer  deaths 
during  the  last  10  years  : — 

Rate  England  & 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

per 

1,000  Rate 

Wales 
per  1,000 

1937 

9 

16 

25 

1.89 

1.63 

1938 

6 

8 

14 

1.02 

1.66 

1939 

11 

12 

23 

1.56 

— 

1940 

14 

17 

31 

1.97 

— 

1941 

10 

14 

24 

1.33 

— 

1942 

17 

13 

30 

1.75 

— 

1943 

11 

12 

23 

1.4 

— 

1944 

13 

15 

28 

\n2> 

— 

1945 

16 

15 

31 

1.97 

— 

1946 

16 

17 

33 

2.06 

— 

3.  Tuberculosis. 


New  cases  and  mortality  during  1946  : — 


Nezo 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

- Age  Periods. 

Respiratory . 

Non- 

Respiratory. 

Respiratory . 

Non- 

Respiratory . 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0-  . . 

1-  . . 

5-  . . 

10-  .. 

15-  .. 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 



■ — • 

— 

20-  . . 

25-  . . 

1 

1 

— — 

1 

2 

2 

1 

• . . 

35-  . . 

45-  . . 

55-  . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— • 

■ — 

2 

1 



1 





- 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— . 

Totals  . . 

4 

3 

1 

3 

3 

4 

1 

— 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuber- 
culosis Register  at  the  end  of  1946  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Pulmonary 

77 

60 

137 

Non-pulmonary 

34 

35 

69 

Totals 

111 

95 

206 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  from  Tuberculosis  was  : — 
Pulmonary . N on-pulmonary . ' 

0.43  0.06 


BOROUGH  OF  DUNSTABLE 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

for  the  year  1946 


Public  Health  Department, 
Municipal  Offices, 

Dunstable. 
?>\st  July,  1947. 

To  His  Worship  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough 
of  Dunstable. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Mrs.  Pargeter  and  Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Report  for  the  year  1946. 

The  amount  of  repair  work  carried  out  to  abate  nuisances  and 
housing  defects  still  falls  far  short  of  what  should  be  the  case  under 
normal  conditions.  The  need  to  divert  labour  and  material  to 
the  erection  of  new  houses  has  resulted  in  the  further  rapid  deteriora- 
tion of  many  of  the  older  houses  which  are  fast  becoming  in  such 
a state  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  to  re-condition  them  at 
anything  like  a reasonable  cost. 

Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  overcrowding  and 
unfit  conditions  in  relation  to  re-housing  and  the  high  percentage 
of  houses  and  other  properties  allocated  to  tenants  by  the  Housing 
Committee  on  pubhc  health  grounds  gives  cause  for  satisfaction. 

Increased  activity  in  connection  with  food  and  food  storage 
is  reflected  in  the  greater  number  of  visits  paid  to  premises  and 
the  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  samples  submitted  for 
examination,  particularly  in  connection  with  milk  and  ice  cream. 

Good  progress  has  been  made  towards  bringing  the  Refuse 
Collection  Service  back  to  the  pre-war  standard  and  these  efforts 
are  being  continued. 
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My  thanks  are  extended  to  the  Public  Health  Committee  and 
other  members  of  the  Corporation  for  the  consideration  and  support 
given  to  me  at  all  times  ; to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  the 
Town  Clerk  for  their  help  and  guidance  and  to  the  members  of 
my  staff  for  the  assistance  which  they  have  always  given  to  me. 

Yours  obediently, 

A.  BISHOP, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


SECTION  C— 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water  Supply. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  relation  to  the  supply  of  water 
which  is  undertaken  by  the  Dunstable  Gas  and  Water  Company. 
During  the  year  under  review  approximately  70%  of  the  require- 
ments were  obtained  from  deep  wells  burrowed  into  chalk  within 
the  Borough  and  owned  by  the  Company.  The  remaining  30% 
was  obtained  from  the  Luton  Water  Company  under  agreement 
with  the  Dunstable  Gas  and  Water  Company. 

The  following  information  is  supphed  to  meet  the  requirements 
of  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  No.  13/47  dated  March  13th,  1947. 

{a)  Water  Shortages. 

There  was  no  shortage  of  water  during  the  year. 

(b)  New  Works. 

Apart  from  the  complete  overhaul  of  one  deep  well  pump 
and  engine  and  the  laying  of  mains  to  new  building  estates 
now  being  developed,  there  have  been  no  major  new  works. 

(c)  Risks  of  Contamination. 

There  is  little  risk  of  contamination  by  lead  having  regard 
to  the  hardness  of  the  water,  apart  from  which  lead  is  not 
extensively  used  in  the  area. 

Particular  care  is  taken  by  the  Company  to  ensure  that 
employees  engaged  in  the  wells  are  medically  examined  when 
necessary,  to  prevent  risk  of  contamination  or  infection. 

{d)  Number  of  Dzvellmg  Houses  supplied. 

With  the  exception  of  seven  premises,  the  whole  of  the 
dwelling  houses  within  the  Borough  have  a separate  piped 
water  supply.  Of  the  exceptions,  five  are  on  one  standpipe 
and  two  on  another.  Apart  from  approximately  28  persons 
the  whole  of  the  population  is  supplied  direct  to  the  premises 
occupied.  : 
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Results  of  the  Examination  of  Water  Samples. 

Twenty-nine  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination  and  three  for  both  chemical  and  bacteriological 
examination.  The  results  were  as  under  : — 


Bacteriological  Samples. 

The  following  report  was  received  in  respect  of  each  of  the  29 
samples  taken  by  the  Dunstable  Gas  and  Water  Co.  from  the 
addresses  detailed  below  : — 

“ This  is  a very  satisfactory  sample.  It  is  clear  and  bright  in 
appearance  and  of  the  highest  standard  of  bacterial  purity, 
indicative  of  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes.” 

Sample 


No. 

Date. 

Address. 

1 

9. 

1.46 

140  Poynters  Road,  Dunstable. 

2 

9. 

1.46 

23  Tring  Road,  Dunstable. 

3 

9. 

1.46 

Kitchen  tap.  Water  Company’s  Showrooms. 

4 

9. 

1.46 

Tap  in  Boiler  House,  Gas  Works,  Dunstable. 

5 

5. 

3.46 

237  High  Street  South,  Dunstable. 

6 

5. 

3.46 

102  Poynters  Road,  Dunstable. 

7 

2. 

4.46 

5 Poynters  Road,  Dunstable. 

. 8 

23. 

4.46 

29  Stipers  Hill,  Dunstable. 

9 

23. 

4.46 

16  Poynters  Road,  Dunstable. 

10 

7. 

5.46 

11a  Suncote  Avenue,  Dunstable. 

11 

7. 

5.46 

146  Poynters  Road,  Dunstable. 

12 

21. 

5.46 

20  Poynters  Road,  Dunstable. 

13 

12. 

6.46 

21  Poynters  Road,  Dunstable. 

14 

12. 

6.46 

Tap  in  Boiler  House,  Gas  Works,  Dunstable. 

15 

10. 

7.46 

9 Poynters  Road,  Dunstable. 

16 

10. 

7.46 

13  Princes  Street,  Dunstable. 

17 

25. 

7.46 

Showrooms,  Mains  Tap. 

18 

13. 

8.46 

129  Poynters  Road,  Dunstable. 

19 

27. 

8.46 

340  Luton  Road,  Dunstable. 

20 

19. 

9.46 

6 Borough  Road,  Dunstable. 

21 

23.10.46 

Tap  in  Boiler  House,  Gas  Works,  Dunstable. 

22 

23.10.46 

52  Poynters  Road,  Dunstable. 

23 

7.11.46 

252  Luton  Road,  Dunstable. 

24 

20.11.46 

288  Luton  Road,  Dunstable. 

25 

20.11.46 

60  Suncote  Avenue,  Dunstable. 

26 

3.12.46 

336  Luton  Road,  Dunstable. 

27 

3.12.46 

99  London  Road,  Dunstable. 

28 

18.12.46 

1 Suncote  Avenue,  Dunstable. 

29 

18.12.46 

330  Luton  Road,  Dunstable. 
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Chemical  and  Bacteriological  samples. 

Three  samples  were  submitted  for  both  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examination — two  by  the  Gas  and  Water  Company  and  one 
by  the  Public  Health  Department  with  the  following  results  ; — 

Sample  No.  30  taken  by  Dunstable  Gas  and  Water  Company 
FROM  No.  1 Well  on  5th  March,  1946. 

“ This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals.  The 
water  is  hard  in  character  but  not  to  an  abnormal  degree  and 
contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral  constituents  in  solution. 
It  is  of  the  highest  standard  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 
These  results  are  normal  and  consistent  with  a pure  and  whole- 
some water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes.” 

Sample  No.  31  taken  by  Dunstable  Gas  and  Water  Company 
FROM  No.  1 Well  (before  Chlorination)  on  19th  September, 

1946. 

“ This  sample  is  practically  clear  and  bright  in  appearance, 
neutral  in  reaction  and  free  from  metals  except  for  a minute 
trace  of  zinc.  The  water  is  hard  in  character  but  not  to  an 
excessive  degree  and  contains  no  excess  of  salinity  or  mineral 
constituents  in  solution.  It  is  of  the  highest  standard  of 
organic  and  bacterial  purity.  These  results  are  consistent  with 
a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  pur- 
poses.” 

Sample  No.  32  taken  by  the  Public  Health  Department  from 
main  tap  at  29  Priory  Road,  Dunstable,  on  13th  August,  1946. 

“ The  combined  results  show  this  water  to  be  of  excellent 
quality  and  quite  safe  for  drinking  purposes.” 


(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

(a)  Sewage  Disposal. 

There  is  no  change  in  the  method  of  sewage  disposal.  The 
unsatisfaaory  conditions  at  the  Sewage  Farm  referred  to  in  the 
last  and  previous  Reports  still  exist.  Some  progress  has  been  made 
in  the  consideration  of  a scheme  for  an  entirely  new  Works  but 
nothing  of  a definite  nature  has,  so  far,  materialised.  In  the  mean- 
time it  is  impossible  to  obtain  a satisfactory  effluent. 
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(b)  New  Sewers. 

New  sewers  have  been  constructed  for  the  drainage  of  50 
prefabricated  bungalows  on  the  Downside  Housing  Estate  and  in 
connection  with  the  considerable  development  now  taking  place 
on  the  Corporation  Housing  Site  at  Beecroft  Estate.  As  a result 
of  continual  stoppages  and  the  subsequent  discovery  of  construc- 
tional defects  approximately  100  yards  of  sewer  in  Garden  Road 
and  30  yards  in  High  Street  North  near  the  junction  of  Union  Street 
were  renewed. 

2.  Rivers  and  Streams. 

There  are  no  rivers  or  streams  in  the  area. 

3.  (i)  Closet  Accommodation. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  Borough  without  separate  closet 
accommodation  is  very  small.  In  most  cases  it  occurs  in  property 
which,  under  normal  circumstances,  would  probably  have  been 
demolished  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

In  one  case  two  unsatisfactory  W.C.’s  serving  four  houses  have 
been  rebuilt,  the  erection  of  the  two  additional  W.C.’s  being  post- 
poned for  the  present. 

Considerable  repairs  have  been  carried  out  in  connection  with 
existing  W.C.  accommodation  to  remedy  defects  which  occurred 
as  a normal  process  and  to  make  good  the  excessive  damage  caused 
as  a result  of  the  severe  winter  weather.  Shortage  of  special 
fittings  has  made  replacement  very  difficult  with  the  result  that  large 
numbers  of  W.C’.s  have  had  to  remain  in  a defective  condition 
for  long  periods. 

(ii)  Public  Cleansing. 

(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

Having  regard  to  the  difficulties  experienced  in  connection  with 
labour,  vehicles  and  materials  the  regular  collection  of  house  refuse 
was  reasonably  well  maintained  throughout  the  whole  of  the  year 
and  very  few  complaints  as  to  non-collection  were  received.  Apart 
from  isolated  instances  due  to  weather  conditions  a collection  of 
from  8 to  10  days  and  a weekly  collection  from  the  business  areas 
has  been  maintained.  An  endeavour  is  being  made  to  revert  to 
the  pre-war  weekly  collection  from  all  premises  as  soon  as  circum- 
j>tances  permit.  ’ 

The  method  of  disposal  remains  unchanged  and  is  by  means  of 
Controlled  tipping  on  the  site  of  an  old  chalk  pit  within  the  Borough. 
The  kind  of  covering  material  available,  which  is  ahnost  entirely 
chalk,  is  not  all  that  may  be  desired  but  the  best  use  is  made  of  it. 
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Considerable  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  ehmination  of  rats 
from  the  Refuse  Tip,  and  even  though  the  Corporation  has  a contract 
with  the  Beds.  War  Agricultural  Committee  in  connection  with 
this  matter,  some  work  was  carried  out  by  Corporation  employees. 

Conditions  are  fairly  satisfactory  and  the  infestation  is  kept 
within  small  limits. 

Consideration  is  now  being  given  to  the  question  of  another 
suitable  tipping  ground,  or  an  alternative  method  of  disposal,  as 
the  existing  accommodation  is  very  quickly  becoming  used  up. 

As  a result  of  the  face  of  the  tip  being  set  on  fire  by  trespassers 
when  attendants  were  absent  a considerable  area  of  the  tip  became 
involved,  varying  in  places  to  a depth  of  8 to  10  ft.  Two  attendances 
were  made  by  the  N.F.S.  to  put  out  the  fire  by  the  appUcation  of 
water  without  the  knowledge  of  the  Corporation  employees.  This 
seems  to  have  had  the  effect  of  driving  the  fire  into  the  tip.  Had 
the  occurrence  been  known  to  the  normal  employees,  I have  no 
doubt  the  fire  could  have  been  pulled  out  with  drags  and  its  further 
spread  prevented.  Efforts  were  then  directed  to  cut  off  the  fire 
by  trenching,  for  which  German  prisoners-of-war  labour  was 
used  in  addition  to  the  normal  Corporation  employees  and,  although 
this  was  successful  in  preventing  its  spread  to  the  newer  parts  of 
the  tip,  the  fire  continued  to  bum  for  nearly  a year. 

During  the  heavy  snowfall  in  the  early  months  of  1947  some 
hundreds  of  tons  of  snow  carried  from  the  streets  were  deposited 
over  the  surface  of  the  Tip.  This  seems  to  have  been  effective 
as  no  trace  was  discernible  over  the  greater  part  of  the  area,  after  it 
had  thawed  out.  An  isolated  small  fire  which  could  not  be  covered 
is  being  allowed  to  burn  out. 

The  premises  at  Tavistock  Street  which  were  taken  and  used  as 
a tipping  dump  for  salvage,  tins,  etc.,  during  the  war  period  were 
of  no  further  value  and  have  been  transferred  to  the  Public  Works 
Department.  i 

Further  progress  was  made  in  bringing  the  refuse  collection 
service  up  to  a satisfactory  standard  and,  with  this  object  in  view, 
a new  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse  Collecting  vehicle  was  put  into 
commission  early  in  the  present  year  and  a further  vehicle  has  been 
ordered.  , 

Regulation  dustbins  are  still  supphed  to  occupiers  and  owners 
at  approximately  cost  price,  out  of  bulk  supplies  purchased  by  the' 
Corporation. 

The  scheme  seems  to  work  satisfactorily  and  during  the  year 
208  bins  were  supphed  in  this  way.  ’ 


16 


{b)  Salvage. 

The  collection  of  salvage,  other  than  waste  food,  is  carried 
out  as  a combined  operation  with  the  collection  of  house  refuse 
except  in  those  instances  where  a special  collection  is  desirable. 
The  arrangement  works  satisfactorily  although  it  results  in  a loss 
of  speed  in  the  collection  of  house  refuse.  This  is  due  to  the  fact 
that  on  many  occasions  the  collector  has  to  make  more  than  one 
journey  from  the  vehicle  to  the  premises  concerned  and  there  is 
also  the  need  for  some  prehminary  sorting  at  the  time  of  collection 
to  decide  which  goes  into  the  refuse  vehicle  and  which  into  the 
salvage  trailer. 

The  Ministry  of  Supply  display  calling  for  increased  salvage 
was  exhibited  for  a short  period  and,  although  no  special  effort  apart 
from  this  was  made  during  the  year,  it  will  be  noted  from  the 
following  table  that  in  several  items  the  amount  of  salvage  showed 
an  increase  over  the  previous  year  and  there  is  every  indication  at 
the  moment  that  this  increase  is  being  more  than  maintained  in 
the  current  year. 


The  collection  of  waste  food  which  was  undertaken  by  the  Pubhc 
Works  department  has  been  transferred  to  the  Public  Health 
department  as  from  April  1st,  1947. 


Material. 

• 

Year 

1945. 

Year 

1946. 

To72S.  cwts. 

qrs.  lbs. 

Tons.  cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

Paper 

92 

3 

3 — 

94 

6 

— 

— 

Heavy  Iron 

1 

8 

— — . 

6 

4 

— - 

— 

Light  Iron 

1 

3 

2 — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tins 

1 

16 



14 

12 

3 

— ■ 

Rags 

6 

— 

2 14 

4 

2 

1 

26 

Bones 

Brass — Aluminium — Lead — 

5 

14 

1 6 

3 

6 

— 

— 

Copper  . . 

— 

• — - 

— . — ■ 

— 

16 

2 

— 

Bottles  and  Jars  . . 

Kitchen  Waste  (collected 
Borough  Surveyor’s  De 

by* 

1 

15 



4 

5 

— 



pt.) 

241 

5 

1 — 

218 

5 

3 

— 

Value 

• 

£1,196 

8 9 

£1,098 

0 

0 

(c)  Cleansing  of  Cesspools. 

The  number  of  premises  in  the  Borough  which  are  drained  to 
cesspools  is  40.  TMs  figure  was  wrongly  given  as  20  in  the  last 
Report.  The  number  of  cesspools  involved  is,  however,  only  24 
as  13  of  the  premises  drain  into  a cesspool  in  another  area,  together 
with  houses  within  that  area,  and  in  another  instance  more  than  one 
house  drained  to  a single  cesspool. 
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For  record  purposes  the  premises  concerned  are  as  under  : — 


1 and  3 Marina  Drive, 

65  to  85  Totternhoe  Road, 
(odd  numbers  only)  . . 

63  Totternhoe  Road 

65,  67,  81,  82,  83,  84,  85,  86 

87  Tring  Road  . . 

69,  71,  73,  75  Tring  Road 
The  Avenue  at  Tring  Road 

Beechwood,  West  Street 
34a,  34b  Luton  Road  . . 
Highfields,  London  Road 
Factory  and  two  houses. 

Bull  Pond  Lane 
Paint  Factory,  High  St.  North 
Two  houses.  Half  Moon  Lane 


Drained  to  cesspool  in 

adjoining  area. 

Drained  to  separate  cesspool. 

Drained  to  separate  cesspools. 

Drained  to  one  cesspool. 

3 houses  drained  to  separate 
cesspools. 

Drained  to  separate  cesspool. 

?5  55  55 

55  55  55  55 

55  55  55  55 

55  55  55  55 

55  55  55  55 


Considerable  trouble  and  nuisance  was  experienced  in  connection 
with  the  cesspool  serving  69  to  75  Tring  Road  which  was  not 
sufficiently  large  to  deal  with  the  amount  of  sewage  from  the  four 
houses,  with  the  result  that  it  filled  up  and  overflowed  sometimes 
within  a week  of  its  being  pumped  out.  A new,  deeper  and  larger 
cesspool  was  constructed  during  the  year  at  the  joint  cost  of  the 
owners  and  the  Corporation,  since  when  no  further  trouble  has 
resulted. 

One  cesspool  has  been  abolished  and  the  premises  drained  to 
the  sewer  in  the  early  part  of  1947. 

A few  of  those  that  remain  are  the  cause  of  a good  deal  of 
trouble  due  to  their  position  and  the  speed  with  which  they  fill 
up  after  being  attended  to. 

The  majority  of  the  premises  concerned  are  situated  in  areas 
where  nothing  can  be  done  until  major  schemes  of  building  develop- 
ment and  the  consequent  provision  of  sewers  are  proceeded  wilJi. 
In  the  meantime,  no  opportunity  is  lost  wherever  it  becomes 
possible  to  drain  these  premises  to  the  sewers. 


(iii)  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  continuing  difficulty  with  regard  to  labour  and  materials 
and  the  diversion  of  those  materials  which  are  available  to  the 
erection  of  new  houses  makes  it  difficult  to  maintain  any  reasonable 
standard  of  repair  in  existing  houses  and,  as  a result,  the  amount 
of  work  done  in  this  connection  is  far  less  than  would  be  the  case 
in  normal  circumstances. 


f 
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The  following  schedules  give  details  as  to  the  number  of 
inspections  made  and  the  results  accruing  from  the  Notices  served : — 


1946. 


461 

626 

287 

230 

15 

115 
27 
78 
46 
56 
25 

6 

62 

71 

58 

116 


1946. 


Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ....  ....  ....  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  Informal  and  Verbal  Notices  given  ....  ....  ....  323 


Inspection  of  premises  where  nuisances  were  found 
Visits  to  property  under  notice  or  work  in  progress  .... 
Visits  re  inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Food  .... 

Visits  re  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and  salvage 
Inspection  of  offensive  trade  premises — Fish  Friers 

Inspections  of  Shops  ....  ....  

Inspections  of  Schools 

Inspection  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops 

Inspection  of  Ice  Cream  Premises 

Inspections  of  Factories,  including  Bakehouses  .... 

Inspections  of  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Inspections  of  Cafes’  and  Restaurants’  Kitchens 

Visits  re  keeping  of  animals,  accumulation  of  refuse,  etc. 

Premises  inspected  where  notifiable  disease  occurred  ... 

Verminous  conditions  including  rats  and  mice  . .. 

Miscellaneous  visits  (unclassified)  ....  


1946. 


Housing  (Applications  for  New  Accommodation)  ....  ....  ....  388 

Visits  in  connection  with  Squatters  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  39 


Schedule  of  Work  Done. 


(a)  Structural  Defects. 

Roofs  repaired  and  made  weatherproof  .... 
Eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed 
Chimneys  repointed,  etc.  and  pots  renewed 
R.W.  pipes  refixed,  repaired  or  renewed 
Window  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed 
Doors  and  frames  repaired  or  renewed  ... 
Main  walls  repointed  or  cement  rendered 
Main  walls  rebuilt 

New  damp  course  provided  

Floors  repaired  or  relaid 
Ceilings  replastered  .... 

Walls  replastered  or  matchboarding  renewed 
Dampness  eradicated  in  walls  and  ceilings 

Sashcords  renewed  . . ....  ....  

Staircases  repaired  and/or  handrails  provided 
Firegrates  repaired  or  renewed 
Smoking  flues  remedied 

Rooms  and  staircases  redecorated 

Washing  copper  repaired  or  renewed 
Miscellaneous  repairs 


1946. 


101 

8 

7 

8 
34 
12 

2 

1 

Nil. 

55 

69 

46 

21 

20 

7 

19 

3 
63 

4 
21 


(6)  Foul  Conditions. 

Obstructed  drains  cleared  ....  ....  

Obstructed  sewers  referred  to  Borough  Surveyor 
Houses  cleansed  and  disinfested 

(c)  Drainage,  Paving  and  Water  Supplies. 

Additional  cesspool  provided 
Drains  relaid  or  repaired 
W.C.  pans  renewed  .... 

Flushing  cisterns  repaired  or  renewed 

Cold  water  supply  tanks  repaired  or  renewed  .... 

Additional  \y.C.’s  provided,  W.C.  structures  repaired,  cleansed  or  rebuilt . 

W.C.’s  provided  with  water  supply  and/or  water  pipes  repaired  

W.C.  seats  repaired  or  renewed 

Gully  drains  repaired  or  dishing  renewed  . . 

Soil  and  vent  pipes  repaired  or  renewed  .... 

Yard  paving  relaid  or  provided  

Sink  and  bath  wastepipes  repaired  or  renewed  .... 

Manholes  and/or  covers  repaired  or  renewed 

Additional  sinks  provided  or  renewed  ....  ..  . 


51 

13 

5 


1 

8 

30 

27 

7 

8 

14 
8 
6 
4 
3 

15 
17 
12 
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1946. 


id)  Sanitary  Accommodation  at  Inns,  etc. 
Urinal  drain  cleansed  and  relaid  .... 
Inspection  chamber  provided 

Sink  waste  pipe  renewed  

Rain  w'ater  pipe  renewed 


1 

1 

1 

1 


ie)  Collection  of  Refuse  and  Salvage. 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  ....  ....  | 4 

New  dustbins  provided  ....  ....  ....  I 208 


if)  Keeping  of  Animals 

Accumulations  of  manure  removed  ....  2 

Drainage  provided  : ....  — 

Premises  limewashed ....  1 

Discontinued  after  informal  action  ....  ....  1 

(?)  Other  Nuisances,  including  Offensive  Trades 

Fish  frying  premises  cleansed  and  limewashed  ....  ....  ....  2 

Structural  alterations  and  improvements  ....  ....  ....  2 

New  sink  provided  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 


(/;)  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

Unlicensed  caravans  moved  on 
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(/)  Schools  ^ 

Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  ....  ....  1 


(/)  Infectious  Disease 

Rooms  disinfected  after  notifiable  diseases 
Rooms  disinfected  after  non-notifiable  disease 
Bedding  disinfected  .... 


31 

12 

2 


(A)  Verminous  Conditions 

Rooms  disinfested  ....  

Filthy  and  Verminous  articles  destroyed 


Verminous  persons  cleansed 


7 

Entire 
contents 
of  1 ro’m 
I and  1 
lorry  lo’d 
of bed’ng 
from 
Sale- 
room 
2 


(/)  Factories,  including  Bakehouses. 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  provided 
Existing  sanitary  accommodation  improved 
Existing  sanitary  accommodation  cleansed 
Lighting  improved 
Defective  roofs  repaired 
Overcrowding  abated 

Adequate  screening  provided  for  sanitary  accommodation 
Defective  ceilings  replastered 
Premises  limew’ashed 
Accumulations  of  refuse  removed  .... 

Smoke  nuisances  abated 


1 

5 

5 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

8 

2 

1 


im)  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Milkshops. 
Floors  relaid  .... 

Premises  limewashed  (or  painted) 
Dairies  reconditioned  or  rebuilt 


2 

I 


(h)  Slaughterhouses  and  Butchers’  Shops. 

Sanitary  Accommodation  and  washing  facilities  improved 

Equipment  cleansed  ....  ....  ....  

Limewashing  .... 

Refuse  cleared 

Extended  and  reconditioned  ....  ....  

io)  Restaurant  Kitchens. 

Cleansed  ....  

Improved 

ip)  Overcrowding. 

Abated  after  informal  action 
Abated  as  a result  of  re-housing  .... 
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Offensive  Trades. 

There  is  only  one  business  carried  on  in  the  Borough  which 
can  be  classified  as  an  offensive  trade  within  the  meaning  of  Section 
107  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  is  that  of  a dealer  in 
rags.  Fish-frying  premises  have  not  been  brought  within  the  scope 
of  the  section  but  can,  of  course,  be  effectively  controlled  under 
Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  There  are  eight 
of  these  premises  in  the  area. 

Factories  Act,  1937. 

Information  as  to  the  number  of  inspections  made.  Notices 
served  and  work  carried  out  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act 
are  set  out  below  : — 


Factories,  including  Bakehouses. 


(1)  Inspections  for 

THE  Purpose  of 

Provisions  as 

TO  Heai  th. 

Premises. 

Number  of  « 

Inspections. 

Informal 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Factories — 

(i)  With  mechanical 
power 

31 

8 

Nil. 

(ii)  Without  mechanical 
power 

25 

8 

Nil. 

(2)  Defects  Fo.'nd. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of , 

Referred 

defects  in 
respect  of 

Particulars 

Found. 

Remedied. 

to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

By 

H. 

M. 

i. 

zuhich 
prosecu- 
tions were 
instituted. 

Insufficiency  of 
Sanitary 

accommodation  . . 

2 

1 

1 

nil. 

Defective  and  or 
obstructed  drains 

2 

2 

Absence  of  intervening 
ventilated  space  . . 

1 

1 

Limewashing 
required  . . 

6 

6 

Dirty  condition  of 
sanitary  accommo- 
dation 

4 

4 

4 

Structural  defects  . . 

2 

2 





Overcrowding  in 
Factory  (no  power) 

1 

1 

— 

i 

— 
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(iv)  Shops  and  Offices. 

A number  of  visits  were  paid  to  shops  in  connection  with 
matters  other  than  food  and  the  following  improvements  were 
effected  : — 

(a)  Sanitary  Conditions^  etc. 

Additional  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities 
have  been  provided  in  three  instances. 

Drains  were  relaid  in  one  instance. 

General  repair,  re-decorations  and  improvements  have  been 
carried  out  on  five  other  premises. 

(b)  Early  Closing  and  Employment  of  Young  Persons. 

As  from  April  1st,  1946,  the  whole  of  the  duties  under  the 
Shops  Acts  and  Young  Persons  (Employment)  Act,  1938,  have 
been  undertaken  by  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department. 
A preliminary  survey,  with  the  object  of  compiling  a new 
register,  revealed  that  there  are  301  shops  in  the  Borough. 

Visits  to  a number  of  the  larger  shops  were  made  to  ascertain 
whether  the  provisions  as  to  number  of  hours  worked  and  the 
keeping  of  records  were  being  complied  with.  Except  for  a 
few  minor  omissions  the  conditions  were  found  to  be  satisfactory^ 

(v)  Camping  Sites. 

Since  action  was  taken  on  the  grounds  of  nuisance  and  the 
consequent  removal  of  a large  number  of  caravans  from  land  at 
the  rear  of  the  Bird-in-Hand,  High  Street  North,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year,  little  trouble  has  been  experienced.  Six  caravans, 
most  of  which  were  occupied  by  genuine  showmen  were  allowed  to 
stay  on  the  ground  for  a short  period  during  the  very  severe  weather 
but  no  licences  were  issued  in  connection  with  either  the  land  or 
the  vans. 

Hawkers  and  gypsies  continued  to  frequent  the  district  and 
while  little  nuisance  from  a Public  Health  point  of  view  arose, 
the  lighting  of  fires,  straying  of  horses  and  the  depositing  of  tins, 
etc.  do  much  to  mar  what  are  undoubtedly  beauty  spots.  Every 
endeavour  is  made  to  prevent  their  becoming  semi-permanent. 
There  is  no  licenced  camping  ground  in  the  Borough. 

The  estimated  number  of  caravans  in  the  area  at  any  one  time 
would  not  exceed  eight  and  for  the  greater  period  was  from  one 
to  three. 

(vi)  Smoke  Abatement. 

It  was  necessary  to  take  informal  action  in  four  instances  where 
nuisance  arose  as  a result  of  smoke  from  chimney  stacks  or  from 
the  burning  of  waste  material  on  the  ground. 

In  three  cases  the  cause  of  the  nuisance  has  been  completely 
eliminated  ; in  the  remaining  instance  considerable  improvement 
was  effected. 
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(vii)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

• 

There  are  two  open-air  Swimming  Baths  in  the  Borough,  one 
is  privately  owned  and  used  by  the  public  and  the  other  is  at  the 
Dunstable  School  and  is  used  by  the  scholars  only. 

In  both  cases  satisfactory  plant  is  provided  to  ensure  a satisfactory 
standard  of  purity  of  the  bath  water. 

Two  samples  of  bath  water  were  taken  from  the  Pool  used  by 
the  public  and  submitted  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examina- 
tion. The  first  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  largely  as  a result 
of  insufficient  chlorination.  Immediate  action  was  taken,  the 
chlorine  dosage  increased  and  the  second  sample  was  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 

The  reports  are  appended  herewith  : — 

Sample  No.  1 — taken  on  9th  August^  1946. 

“ The  sample  was  bright  and  clear  with  only  a minute  trace 
of  white  deposit.  No  free  chlorine  could  be  detected  on  arrival 
at  the  Laboratories  ; the  Hydrogen  Ion  Concentration  was 
pH7.25.  The  chemical  results  are  not  satisfactory,  the  bacterio- 
logical examination  shows  high  count  figures  and  some  excre- 
mental  organisms. 

The  water  cannot  be  considered  entirely  satisfactory  for 
bathing  purposes  in  its  present  condition  and  the  dose  of 
chlorine  should  be  increased.” 

Sample  No.  2 — taken  on  22nd  August^  1946. 

“ The  sample  was  bright  and  clear  with  no  suspended  matter. 
The  amount  of  Free  Chlorine  present  on  arrival  was  0.10  parts 
per  million  and  Hydrogen  Ion  Concentration  was  pH.7.0. 
The  chemical  results  show  some  concentration  of  the  sohd 
constituents.  The  bacteriological  examination  however  shows 
that  the  chlorination  is  effective  and  that  no  excremental  types 
of  organisms  are  present,  the  water  therefore  is  safe  for  bathing 
purposes.” 

(viii)  Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Particulars  of  the  action  taken  for  the  eradicating  of  bed  bugs 
is  set  out  below  in  the  manner  required  by  Ministry  of  Health 
Circular  1728. 


(a)  Number  of  Council  Houses  (1)  Infested 

(2)  Disinfested 

{b)  Number  of  other  Houses  (1)  Infested 

(2)  Disinfested 


1946. 

4 

4 
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In  each  case,  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  spraying  with 
insecticide. 

During  the  year  very  little  trouble  was  experienced  and  no  single 
case  of  infestation  in  Council  houses  was  reported  to  the  Department. 

One  serious  infestation  occurred  in  requisitioned  property 
and  it  was  necessary  to  destroy  the  whole  of  the  contents  and 
disinfest  the  room  after  removal  of  the  tenant. 

In  another  case  it  was  necessary  to  send  a female  adult  for 
cleansing. 

A considerable  quantity  of  old  bedding,  etc.,  which  had  been 
moved  to  a sale-room  for  sale  by  auction  was  withdrawn  and 
destroyed  on  representations  being  made  to  the  auctioneer. 

Work  in  connection  with  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by 
Corporation  employees.  After  disinfestation  advice  is  given  to 
tenants  as  to  the  best  method  of  preventing  re-infestation. 

(ix)  Rat  Destruction. 

The  rat  problem  is  not  serious  in  the  Borough  and,  for  this 
reason,  the  intensive  house  to  house  survey  which  was  recommended 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  early  in  the  year  was  not  undertaken. 
Care,  however,  is  taken  to  deal  promptly  with  any  infestation  that 
may  be  reported  or  comes  to  the  notice  of  the  Department. 

The  Corporation  has  contracts  with  the  Beds.  War  Agricultural 
Executive  Committee  in  connection  with  the  Refuse  Tip  and  Yards 
and  every  endeavour  is  made  to  prevent  infestations  at  these  places. 

One  serious  infestation  was  dealt  with  at  the  premises  of  a pig 
and  poultry  keeper  and  it  was  necessary  to  give  statutory  notice 
before  satisfactory  results  were  obtained.  Apart  from  this,  only 
nine  minor  infestations  were  dealt  with. 

4.  Schools. 

Seventy-seven  visits  were  paid  to  schools  in  connection  with 
various  matters  such  as  sanitary  accommodation,  milk  supplies, 
canteens,  infectious  diseases,  etc. 

Ten  samples  of  milk  supplied  to  schools  were  submitted  for 
examination  and  the  results  and  other  comments  will  be  found  in 
the  later  paragraph  dealing  with  milk  supplies. 

As  a result  of  the  notification  of  a number  of  scarlet  fever  cases 
in  the  Luton  Road  area  particular  attention  was  directed  to  the 
Evelyn  Road  School  where  some  of  the  classrooms  were  disinfected. 

5.  Cinemas. 

There  is  only  one  cinema  in  the  Borough. 

Inspections  have  been  carried  out  and  reports  as  to  sanitary 
conditions  presented  to  the  Licensing  Authority  prior  to  the  granting 
of  the  annual  hcence.  The  premises  were  always  found  to  be  in 
a satisfactory  condition. 
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SECTION  D— 

HOUSING 

It  was  not  possible  to  carry  out  any  organised  repair  work  during 
the  year  due  to  the  need  for  diverting  material  and  labour  to  new 
housing. 


{a)  Unfit  Properties  and  Repairs. 

Statutory  action  was  taken  in  connection  with  one  house  known 
as  1 13  Chapel  Walk.  These  premises  were  quite  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  could  not  be  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost  and  were 
in  such  a condition  that  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  make  and 
enforce  a Demolition  Order.  The  occupants  have  been  re-housed 
and  the  property  demolished. 

The  fact  that  organised  inspection  of  houses  and  the  consequent 
serving  of  notices  has  had  to  be  abandoned  for  a long  period  has 
resulted  in  a large  number  of  houses  falling  into  disrepair.  This 
together  with  the  difficulty  now  being  experienced  in  obtaining 
material  and  special  fittings  even  for  urgent  sanitary  repairs  is 
likely,  unless  conditions  improve,  to  become  a serious  problem 
in  the  not  very  distant  future. 

Particulars  as  to  the  number  of  inspections  made  and  housing 
repairs  executed  by  informal  action  under  the  Pubhc  Health  Act 
will  be  found  in  the  Schedule  of  Work  done  in  the  paragraph  dealing 
with  sanitary  inspection  of  the  area. 

As  a result  of  a preliminary  survey  and  general  observations 
I estimate  that  there  are  approximately  300  houses  in  the  Borough 
which  are,  on  modern  standards,  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
cannot  be  rendered  fit  at  a reasonable  cost  and  that  there  are 
approximately  250  houses  which  are  likely  to  fall  into  the  same 
category  within  say  10  years. 

(b)  New  Housing. 

At  the  end  of  May  the  following  accommodation  had  been  made 
available  for  re-housing  by  the  Corporation  as  a result  of  new 
erections  and  adaptations  of  others,  etc.  : — 

50  pre-fab  Bungalows  at  Downside  Estate,  Dunstable. 

4 permanent  houses  at  Beecroft  Estate,  Dunstable. 

23  ex-army  huts  at  First  Avenue,  Dunstable. 

2 huts  at  rear  of  Watling  House,  Dunstable. 

4 huts  and  one  other  building  at  rear  of  the  Brewery,  High 
Street  North,  Dunstable. 


25 


Up  to  that  time  contracts  had  been  let  for  160  houses  on  the 
Beecroft  Estate  of  which  138  were  actually  under  construction. 

Land  has  been  acquired  for  further  houses  in  this  area  and  at 
the  southern  end  of  the  Borough. 

Licences  had  been  issued  by  the  Corporation  for  the  erection 
of  88  houses  by  private  enterprise  ; of  this  number  65  had  been 
completed  and  14  were  in  course  of  erection. 


(c)  Overcrowding  and  Re-housing. 

• 

At  the  end  of  1946  a Report  was  presented  to  the  Council 
deahng  with  housing  needs  in  the  Borough.  This  Report  was 
based  upon  information  contained  in  the  applications  for  Council 
Houses  and  the  general  information  available  in  the  Department 
as  a result  of  visits,  etc.  at  that  time.  A total  of  629  houses  were 
required  to  meet  overcrowding  and  to  house  applicants  as  separate 
famihes.  A large  number  of  these  would  not,  of  course,  be  cases  of 
overcrowding  within  the  meaning  of  the  standard  laid  down  in 
the  Housing  Act,  but  when  two  families  have  to  reside  in  a small 
house  it  become  “ overcrowded  ” even  though  it  may  conform 
to  the  legal  standard. 

♦ 

Throughout  the  year  the  Committee  deahng  with  the  letting  of 
properties  whether  they  be  Council  houses,  requisitioned  houses  or 
converted  huts,  have  given  very  careful  consideration  to  applications 
on  the  basis  of  need,  with  the  result  that  during  1946  seventy-nine 
famihes  where  overcrowding,  tuberculosis  or  really  serious  insanitary 
conditions  existed  and  where  points  had  been  awarded  by  the  Pubhc 
Health  Department  were  re-housed.  This  figure  had  been  increased 
to  96  at  the  time  of  the  preparation  of  this  Report. 


(J)  Squatters. 

A certain  amount  of  trouble  was  experienced  during  the  year 
but  the  problem  was  not  serious.  Apart  from  two  permanent 
premises  which  were  occupied  by  four  famihes  the  buildings 
involved  were  dis-used  temporary  huts  in  the  First  Avenue  and  High 
Street  North  areas.  Arrangements  were  made  to  provide  temporary 
sanitary  accommodation  and  water  supply  where  this  was  necessary. 
Some  of  the  occupiers  came  from  outside  the  area  and  while  in  a 
number  of  cases  the  famihes  came  from  overcrowded  premises, 
there  were  other  instances  where  no  overcrowding  existed.  Several 
of  the  premises  concerned  have  now  been  taken  over  by  the  Corpora- 
tion and  have  been  or  are  in  course  of  adaptation. 
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SECTION  E— 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


1.  Milk  Supply. 


(a)  Registration. 

The  state  of  the  registers  at  the  end  of  1946  was  as  follows  : — 


Producer  retailers  with  premises  ..... 

Retailers  with  premises  

Retailers  with  premises  in  adjoining  areas 


1946. 


1 

10 

6 


Sterilised  Milk. 

Wholesalers  with  premises  outside  the  Borough  

Retailers  of  milk  in  sealed  containers  (having  no  registered  premises) 


1 

23 


Graded  Milk. 
Supplementary  Licences 
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{b)  Milk  {Special  Designations)  Order ^ 1936-1938. 

The  following  supplementary  licences  were  granted  during  the 
year  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  . . . . . . 5 

Pasteurised  . . . . . . . . 1 


(c)  Inspections. 

Seventy-eight  visits  were  paid  to  premises  where  milk  is  stored 
or  sold. 

{d)  Milk  Sampling. 

During  the  year  60  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological 
examination.  Of  these  samples  1 1 were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.. 

It  is  customary  when  a bad  result  is  obtained  to  notify  the 
retailer  and  the  producer  and  where  necessary  the  Inspector  in 
the  district  concerned.  Further  samples  are  then  taken  generally 
with  satisfactory  results. 

The  results  of  the  examination  of  the  samples  are  given  here- 
under : — 


Number 

OF 

Sample 

Result  of  Methylene  Blue  Test 

Result  of  Coliform  Test 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 
Stating  period  taken 
to  decolourise. 

Satisfactory. 

B.  Coli  present  in 
1/lOOth.  m.l.  in 
1,  2 or  3 tubes. 

1 

Yes. 

__ 

Yes. 

. 

2 ■ 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

• 

3 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

4 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

5 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

6 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

■ 

7 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

8 

Yes. 

— 

No. 

3 tubes. 

9 

Yes. 



Yes. 



10 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

11 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 



12 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

' 

13 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— . 

14 

Yes. 



Yes. 

— 

15 

No. 

4 hours. 

No. 

1 tube. 

16 

No. 

3 hours. 

No. 

3 tubes. 

17 

No. 

1 hour. 

No. 

3 tubes. 
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Number 

OF 

Sample 

Result  of  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Result  of  Coliform  Test.  ’ 

Satisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 
Stating  period  taken 
to  decolourise. 

Satisfactory. 

B.  Coli  present  in 
1/lOOth.  m.l.  in 
1,  2 or  3 tubes 

18 

Yes. 



Yes. 

- 

19 

No. 

4 hours. 

No. 

3 tubes. 

20 

No. 

4 hours. 

No. 

3 tubes. 

21 

No. 

3 hours. 

No. 

3 tubes. 

22 

No. 

3 hours. 

No. 

3 tubes. 

23 

No. 

4 hours. 

No. 

3 tubes. 

24 

Yes. 

Yes. 

— 

25 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

26 

Yes. 

Yes. 

— 

27 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

28 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

29 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

30 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 



31 

Yes. 

Yes. 

— 

32 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

33 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

34 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

35 

No. 

4 hours. 

No. 

3 tubes. 

36 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 



37 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

38 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

39 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

40 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

41 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

42 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

43 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

44 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 



45 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

46 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

47 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

48 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

49 

Yes. 



Yes. 

— 

50 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 



51 

Yes. 



Yes. 



52 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

53 

Yes. 



Yes. 

— 

54 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

55 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

56 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

57 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

58 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

59 

Yes. 

— 

Yes. 

— 

60 

No 

— 

No. 

1 tube. 

{e)  Graded  Milk. 

Included  in  the  foregoing  table  are  the  results  of  10  samples 
of  Pasteurised  Milk  which  were  also  submitted  to  the  Phosphatase 
Test,  the  results  are  given  herewith  : — 


Number  of 
Sample  on 
Previous 
Table. 

Result 

of 

Methylene  Blue  Test. 

Result 

of 

Coliform  Test. 

Result 

OF 

Phosphatase  Test. 

5 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

6 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory.  , 

7 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory. 

13 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satistactory. 

40 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

41 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

42 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

43 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

51 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

52 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

58 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory. 

59 

Satisfactory. 

Satisfactory 

Satisfactory.  ' 

60 

Unsatisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 

Unsatisfactory. 
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(/)  School  Milk. 

Samples  numbered  as  follows  were  taken  from  School  supplies: — 
No.  3,  No.  7,  No.  13,  No.  17,  No.  36,  No.  43,  No.  M,  No.  51, 
No.  53  and  No.  59.  In  only  one  instance  was  an  adverse  report 
received,  viz  : — Sample  No.  17  and  as  samples  numbered  25,  32, 
36  and  45  were  taken  from  the  same  supplier  it  will  be  seen  that  the 
necessary  improvement  was  effected. 

Samples  No.  17,  36  and  57  were  also  submitted  for  a complete 
examination  for  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle  Bacilli  with  negative 
results. 


{g)  Ice  Cream  Samples,  1946. 

Twenty-three  samples  of  Ice  Cream  and  five  samples  of 
individual  components  were  taken  during  the  year.  The  results 
of  examination  of  the  components  showed  in  each  case  a low 
bacterial  count  and  a complete  absence  of  bacillus  coli. 

Production  methods,  sterilization  of  equipment,  including 
utensils  and  adequate  care  of  the  sterihzed  articles,  were  carefully 
gone  into  in  all  cases  of  unsatisfactory  samples. 


Number 

Identity 

Place  of  Production 

Bacterial 

Bacillus 

of 

Sample. 

of 

Sample. 

Inside  the 
Borough. 

Outside  the 
Borough. 

count  per 
m.l. 

Coli  present 
in  : — 

1st  sample 

A 



Yes. 

660,000 

1/1000  m.l. 

2nd 

A 

— 

Yes. 

315,000 

1/1000  m.l. 

1st 

B 



Yes. 

255,000 

1/  100  m.l. 

1st 

C 

— 

Yes. 

1,100,000 

1/1000  m.l. 

2nd 

C 

— 

Yes. 

555,000 

1/1000  m.l. 

1st 

D 

Yes. 

— 

141,000 

1/  ICO  m.l. 

2nd 

D 

Yes. 

— 

575,000 

1/1000  m.l. 

3rd 

D 

Yes. 



77,000 

1/  100  m.l. 

1st 

E 

Yes. 



64,000 

1/  100  m.l. 

2nd 

E 

Yes. 



57,000 

nil. 

1st 

F 

Yes. 



245,000 

1/  100  m.l. 

2nd 

F 

Yes. 



92,660 

nil. 

3rd 

F 

Yes. 

— - 

155,660 

1/  100  m.l. 

1st 

G 

Yes. 



265,000 

1/  100  m.l. 

2nd 

G 

Yes. 



275,000 

1/1000  m.l. 

3rd 

G 

Yes. 



42,000 

nil. 

4th 

G 

Yes. 

— 

38,000 

nil. 

1st 

H 

Yes. 



75,000 

1/  100  m.l. 

1st 

I 

Yes. 

— 

850,000 

1/1000  m.l. 

2nd 

I 

Yes. 

— 

17,600 

nil. 

1st 

J 

Yes. 



172,000 

1/  100  m.l. 

1st 

K 

Yes. 

— 

161,330 

1/  100  m.l. 

1st  ,, 

L 

Yes. 

— 

28,000 

nil. 

2.  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

{a)  Slaughterhouses. 

The  only  slaughterhouse  in  the  Borough  is  a well  built  modem 
erection.  It  has  reasonably  good  facilities  and  is  kept  in  a clean 
and  satisfactory  condition. 

The  following  table  shows  the  carcases  slaughtered  and  inspected 
and  the  percentage  of  animals  either  wholly  condemned  or  some 
part  of  which  was  condemned. 


29 


Carcases  inspected  and  condemned. 


< 

f 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cows. 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs. 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

1,213 

630 

413 

1,534 

98 

Number  inspected 

1,213 

630 

413 

1,534 

98 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis. 
Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

3 

i 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

314 

140 

3 

38 

13 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis 

25.9 

22.3 

.7 

2.4 

14.1 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

16 

2 

— 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  dr 
organ  was  condemned 

215 

235 

1 

— 

12 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis  . . 

17.5 

39.8 

.7 



13.2 

Tuberculosis  in  Calves. 

Two  calves  were  discovered  affected  with  congenital  tuber- 
culosis. In  both  cases  information  was  passed  to  the  Animal 
Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries.  As  a result 
of  their  enquiries  one  dam  which  was  found  to  be  tubercular  was 
slaughtered. 

Table  showing  monthly  total  of  animals  slaughtered  and 
inspected. 


Month. 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows. 

Cozvs. 

Calves. 

Pigs. 

Sheep 

and 

l.ambs. 

Total. 

1946. 

January 

76 

77 

36 

12 

25 

226 

Februarv 

47 

68 

41 

4 

29 

189 

March  . 

52 

67 

28 

4 

80 

231 

April 

70 

47 

44 

1 

157 

319 

May 

82 

45 

31 

7 

117 

282 

Tune 

31 

45 

13 

15 

37 

141 

July 

104 

34 

19 

10 

64 

231 

August 

103 

29 

21 

25 

190 

368 

September 

131 

40 

26 

— 

63 

260  ‘ 

October 

235 

93 

107 

3 

151 

589 

November 

157 

58 

29 

6 

419 

669 

December 

125 

27 

18 

11 

202 

383 

Totals 

1,213 

630 

413 

98 

1,534 

3,888  . 
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Monthly  Statement  and  yearly  total  of  meat  from  various 
animals  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  at  Crown 
Controlled  Slaughterhouse  : — 


Bovine. 

Calves. 

Sheep. 

Pigs 

Total  lbs. 

1946. 

Januai'}^ 

3,520 

26 

66 

3,612 

February 

3,434 

— 

— 

3,434 

March 

3,630 

26 

— 

3,656 

April 

4,117 

72 

2 

14 

4,205 

May  . . 

3,465 

78 

3 

65 

3,611 

June 

2,328 

— 

— 

58 

2,386 

July 

4,351 

— 

■ 44 

4,395 

August 

3,850 

4 

8 

3 

3,865 

September  . . 

3,580 

— 

-- 

— 

3,580 

October 

6,879 

47 

11 

505 

7 442 

November  , . 

3,605 

— 

35 

426 

4,066 

December  . . 

3,403 

24 

28 

3,455 

Totals 

46,162 

253 

83 

1,209 

47,707 

Public  Health  {Meat)  Regulations^  1924. 

There  is  no  Meat  Marking  Scheme  in  operation  in  accordance 
with  Part  III  of  the  above  regulations.  No  offence  was  discovered 
during  the  year. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

No  offences  came  to  notice. 

The  number  of  licences  to  act  as  slaughtermen  in  force  at  the 
end  of  1946  was  16.  These  expire  at  the  end  of  1947.  Only  four 
of  the  licencees  act  as  slaughtermen  in  the  Borough  at  the  present 
time. 


(b)  Meat  and  Food  other  than  in  Slaughterhouse. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared, 
stored  or  offered  for  sale  was  287. 

As  a result  of  these  visits  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing 
facilities  were  provided  in  three  food  shops  ; general  structural 
repairs  were  carried  out  in  three  shops  ; one  new  Bakehouse  was 
erected  to  replace  an  old  dilapidated  and  unsatisfactory  structure  ; 
two  bakehouses  were  limewashed  and  one  shop  cleansed  and 
re-decorated. 
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The  undermentioned  table  shows  the  amount  and  variety  of 
foodstuffs  voluntarily  surrendered  by  the  owners  and  destroyed 
or  utilised  for  animal  feeding  stuffs  as  being  unfit  for  human 
consumption. 


Article 

Tins 

or 

pkts. 

lbs. 

Article 

Tins 

or 

pkts. 

lbs. 

Meat  . . 

67 

— 

Corned  Beef 



545 

Milk 

114 

— 

Sausages  . . 

— 

36 

M.  and  V.  Ration 

10 

-- 

Bacon 



60 

Fish 

79 

70 

Sausage  Meat  . . 

1 

19 

Baked  Beans 

25 

— 

Luncheon  Sausage 



14 

Stew  . . 

3 

— 

Brawn 

■ — 

4 

Steak  , . 

10 

— 

Pressed  Pork 

4 

Peas 

33 

— 

Galantine 

13 

Golden  Svrup 

3 

— 

Fish  Cakes 



16 

Soup  . . 

5 

— 

Sweets 

— 

90 

Jam 

15 

— 

Sultanas  . . 

— 

25 

Pudding 

8 

— 

Flour 

— - 

36 

Macaroni 

4 

— 

Sugar 

— 

5 

Tomatoes 

3 

— 

Dates 

— 

224 

Raisins 

— 

• 7 

Corned  Mutton 

— 

182 

Cheese 

18 

Biscuits  . . 

— 

8 

Cake  . . 

— 

48 

Registration  of  Premises  where  Food  is  Manufactured  for  Sale. 
Sale  of  Food  & Drugs  Act^  1938. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  premises  were  registered 
under  the  provision  of  Section  14  of  the  above  Act  : — 


Preparation  of  Fish  and  Potatoes  . . . . 6 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  . . . . . . 16 

Preparation  of  Cooked  Ham  . . . . 4 

Preparation  of  Meat  Pies  . . . . . . 2 

Manufacture  or  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  . . 18 


id)  Adulteration  of  Foody  etc. 

The  Bedfordshire  County  Council  administers  the  adulteration 
provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938.  One  sample  of  milk 
was,  however,  submitted  for  chemcal  analysis.  Although  the  sample 
was  slightly  below  standard  no  action  was  taken. 


(e)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

No  samples  of  food  except  those  dealt  with  under  the  Milk  and 
Ice  Cream  sections  of  the  Report  were  submitted  for  examination. 
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Rainfall. 


The  following  figures  as  to  Rainfall  in  the  Borough  are  included 
in  the  Report  for  record  purposes. 


1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 


32.43  inches. 


20.85 

31.19 

27.23 
24.31 
21.34 
19.37 
20.68 

21.24 
27.99 


3> 

35 

33 


•3 


33 

55 

33 

33 
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